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MEMORABLE DAYS OF TERROR AND HEROISM IN COUNTY LIMERICK
How Fight For Freedom Was

Carried On

Activities As Told By *“Pen-Gun” From Commandant’s

The particulars which appear In
the follewing narrative of the activi-
ties of the 1.R.A, in West Limerick
and in the Eastern portion of the
County were supplied by a Battalion
Commandant who took part in most
of the engagements mentioned :(—

In the vear 1919, the I.LR.A. were con-
tinually active., and assumed the resporn-
sibility of guarding the Sinn Feln Courts,
and endeavoured to colleet throughout
the district, various kinds of arms, such
as shot guns, and where ever Known to
be found, Webly, or Colt revolvers.
Drilling and manoeuvres were carried on
openly, and were watched with hostile
eyves by the British garrison of the R.I.C,
During this year some I.R.A. officers
were arresied, and the whole outlook
presaged the fight for the old land,
which seemed ihevitable, The people en-
thusiastieally supported the efforts that
were then being made in An Dall, and
the Volunteer Force, to end once and for
all the thraldom initiated by Henry II.
and his usurpers.

£ BATTALIONS.

In West Limerick the Republican
Army made great ptogress, and in this
year its numbers tvere divided up into
flve PEBattalions. forming one PErigade,
known as the West Limerick Brigade,
I.LR.A.  Over this Brigade, the late
lamented Sean Finn, was made supreme
officer, with Garrett McAuliffe, New-
castle West, as his Vice Brigadier. James
Colhert, Athea (brother of Con Colbert,
who was executed after Easter Week),
was Quarter-Master, and Paddy Roche,
of Rathkeale, Adjutant,

The Batlalions were commanded by
Jim Lision, Castlemahon, 1st Battalion;
Mossie Harnett, M.C.C.. Tournafulla,
2nd Battalion; Con Foley, Broadford, 3rd
Battalion; Jimmy Halpin, Pallaskenry,
ith Battalion, and J. T. O'Connor, Bally-
hahill, 5th Battalion,

MEN WHO BORE THE BRUNT OF

THI: FIGHT.

The Battalion Staffs, Company Officers
and men, who bhore the brunt of the
Bluck and Tan War in the West were:—
Jin:nmy Collins, Abbeyfeale, afterwards
Brigade Adjutant; Con and Edward
Cregan, Monagea; Ben Sullivan, Drom-
collogher; Thomas Leshy and Jaek
Aherne, Tournafulla; Michael Colbert,
Athea, was then Company Captain;
Thomas Wallace, Pallaskenry; John J.
Leahy, Slope Reidy. Paddy J. O'Nelill,
Danny Murphy. Larry Harnett, Jerry
Moloney, Abbeyfeale; Con Boyle, Johnny
Glenny. Jimmy and Paddy Roche, Rath-
keale; Denny Lane, Mountcollins: James
PRoche and Paddy Aherne, Templeglan-
tine; Paddy Naughton, Denis Collins,
Jehnny Harnett, Jim Guiney. Owen Me-
Auliffe, A, Reidy, Tadhg Collins, John R.
leahy, T. Regan, O'Mahonys, Quinns,
D. Harnett, T. Liston, Sonnle Quaide,
J. McAvliffe, D. Curtin, D. Lenihan, D,
0'onnell, ‘and “Tom Bourcher,

TI.E ' KNOCKLONG TRAIN REESCUE.

‘In- the. 13th of May an fittnek was
m:ie on a number of the R.I.C. who
were conveying a prisoner to Cork Jall,
nomed J. J. Hogan, a young Tipperary
boy. The attack took place at the
Knocklong Railway Station, and was
Planned by young Hogan's comrades—
Sean Tracey, Dan Breen, Scamus Robin-
fon, with Edward O'Brien, Galbally (now
Area Adminlstrative Officer, Volunteer
Force, Co. Limerick), and others from
the borders of Tipp. and Limerick—men
who were afterwards famious in East
Limerick In the successful campaign
waged against the Tans. The prisoner
Was rescued and a couple of the R.IC.
were Killed, including Sergeant Wallace,
who was in charge of the ascort. The
news of this successful rescue electrifled
the country, and stimuilated the zeal and
daring of the Volunteers everywhere.
The Republican attackers, having
efflected their object, dispersed. Tracey,
Breen, Robinson, with young John Joe
Hogan, were conveyed ia safetly to the
West. The hue and ery rang through
the country, and ar infsnsive search by
%Oli:te and military combed the East and

est.

CARE OF THE WOUNDED,

Such fearless exemplars of the hew
revolutiohatry ecamhpaign  thrust a wel-
tome responsibllity, by their presencé, on
the LR.A. of the West. The victars of
Knocklong retreated to Dadganbeg.
Breen and Tiacey were dangerously
Wounded, but they got shelter and pro-
fection at the home of the Kenhedy
family (now the proprietors of the Eden-
vale Hotel, Harcourt Street, Dubilin).
After a fewr days they were romiéved 1o
the house of Mr, Mossie Flarnett of
Tournafulla, where they remeined .for
hearly a fortnight recovering from their
Wounds. They were then conveyed to
Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry, to recuperate
amongst the O'Connors and the Hickeys.
Regaining some of their old form, they
Cime to Gale View, Athea, where they
remained for 2 time at the home of .Jim
Colbert (ex-T.D.), which was also that
¢t Con Colbert, one of the youngest of
the 1916 men who suffered the extrome
penaity for his devotion to the old land.

Whilo at Donganbeyy Dr. Edward
Harnett, of Abbeyfealo, and R. 3B,
Woulfe, M.P.S.I, attended the woun-

ded men, ard later, almost deily, at the
other péaces mentioned. Dr. Harnett
Wag arrested, and made a military hos-
tage before the end of the fight.
REMOYVAL TO HKERRY.

The three removes of the wounded
Were not  without incident. When
Mozale Harnet% recelted information
from an old R.IC. friend of theé move-
ment that it was the infention of fthe
2uthorities to employ a large force of
Police and military to scarch Tourna-
Tulla for the wounded mén it became
lNiceessary to remove them fto Kerry,,

Particulars

At the dead of & summer night,
and it happéned to bé intensély dark,
e numbéf of the Tournefulla I.R.A.,
adsisted by hdlf a dozeit horfe traps,

set ott, armed with shot guns and
revolvers, to convey the “men on
the run” to a more secure refuge.

The unusual darkness for a sumther
night added to their risk of the
undertaking over a rough road, The
shaking he recelved over the latter In-
dueed rencwed alckness and suffering
in Dan Bteen. He had reteived & bullet
wouhd between the armh and left - lung.
It was known that a large force of the
enemy was nlationetd at Abbeyfeale,
and so it had beén decided to avold the
town on thelt way to the “Kingdom.”
IN SERIUOUS PREDICAMENT.

To do this it was necessary to take the
“Hill Road,” overlooking the town on
the south, but the intensc darkness and
unfamiliar nature of the distiriet led the
tscort astray. Instead 6f continuing
directly towards Feale Bridge, which
le:dd into Kerty, they destended the high
road, known as “Betty's Road"” into
Abbeyfeale. Now, this was one of the
very last positions they wouid have
oared to find themselves in if they were
not exactly in search of trotible. Day-
break found the whole company in a
serious predicament. Only a few hun-
dred yards from the town, and to addto
their complicatibns one of the party,
Danny Curtin, of Tournafulln, whose
horse stumbled on the rutted road
was flung clean over his head, render-
ing him almost uhconscious. He was
severely shaken, bruised and cut. There
was no choice but to make the host of
the miattér, and #isk even a surprise
by the police. Mossic Harnett was In
charge and after consultation a course
was deeided on, whose very effrontery
made It successful. The hair-pen bend
they were in conséglience obligeéd to face
led not only into the Square ¢f the
town, but must per force pass the hack
gate of the RIC. barracks as well os
the front. It was ahout 4 a.m. and the
order was to drlve past the barracks.
Eath man looked to his gun, said o
prayer, and dfove past. That drive
past, on the breaking of a glorious
sumfer morning, will not be soon for-
goiten. The open country wus socon
gained, the wounded men and  thelr
convoy hbreathed more freely, and the
broadening lght and 2 good rondg
brought them shortly into the cheerfuil
welcome that awaitad them shortly
after crossing the Feale at Feale
Bridge.

AN ATTEMPT TO CAPIURE
TOMMY LEAHY.

At Tourtiafulla, éarly in the year 1919,
the local R.1.C. adopfed a detgrmlnedly
aggressive attitude towards the district
ILR.A. One dark night Constables Lyons
and Hearst, armed with revolvers, lay
in twait, outside the village of Tourna-
fulla for the purpose of capturing Tommy
Leahy, the Captain of the local I.R.A.
company. Both jumpéd at him as he
passed. He turned quickly, and ran into
the village a hundred yards away, with
both police at his heels. Suddenly he
wheeled about and fired at Lyons with
his revolver. In doing so he fell on the
road with Lyohs on top of him. He
managed to get on his fect, and again
fired and wounded Lyons. Several other
shots were exchanged between Tommy
and Hearst before he got away, He
bhecanie one of the first men on the run
in West Limerick, and was one of the
friends John Joe Hogan made in the
West. One day Tomiay was surprised
at Mountcollins Creamery by the Tans.
Found in possession of arms, he was
sentenced to death, but was saved by
the truce after Incarceration In an
English prison. _

TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF A SPY.

In the autumn of 1919, there appeared
in West Limerick 2 man who for a long
time travelled up and down the country
getting shelter, protection and money,
posing as an ILR.A. officer on the run
from Mullinhone, Co. Tipperary. His
name, was Peader Clancy, and he came
to Tournafulla from near Castleisland,
Co. Kerry. He took part in raids for
arms, and was passed along from com-
pany to company for safely. In other
cotntles he ralded and attacked barracks
and police, and was generally accepted
as genuine for over flve or six months,
At lefgth some thinga led to his being
suspected as a spy. Later, some of his
correspondence, intercepted, showed it
related to L.R.A. activities ,and had heen
addressed to some unknown person in
Cork. He was arrested near Castleisland
in March, 1620, and brought to Waest
Limerick, where he was tried by I.R.A.
Courtmartial. His trial lasted a whole
day, and judgment was suspended to
enable 2 messenger to travel to Cork—
no casy undertaking in those days for
a suspect—for the purpose of ascertain-
ing definitely if the prisoner had heen
In communication with the enemy. The
betrayal of a large number had been In
his power, and of those who {rusted him.
He would get cvery chance of proving
his innocence. A letter, in code, however,
sealed his doom. He was executed on
& moonlight night, outside Neowecastle
West, in March, 1920. He dicd confess-
ing his guilt, and with a courage wor-
thy of a better cause. _

THE ATTACK ON KILMALLOCK

BARRACKS.

Early in May, 1820, the possibilities of
attaocking and capturing police barracka
were discussed from cevery point, and it
was finally decided to make the attempt.
The East Limerick ILR.A. at this time
were arranging for the attack on the
Kilmallock R.I.C. Barracks, and the
West were asked for their co-operation.
The last attempt of the kind had baen
;x;lalde, in '87 when the unknown Fenian

For thls purpose a Brigade Couneil

was held at the farm-hbuse of Mrs.
McEnery at Camas, Monagea., It was
attended by Sean Finn, Michael Bren-
nan, Clare; Sean Forde, Egst Limerick;
Mossle Harnett, Tournafulla; Jimmy
Roche, Rsathkeale; Garrett McAuliffe,
Newcastle West; Tom Wallace, and
several others. The plan of the attack
was decided on and the men appointed
tr take part were selected. In all ebout
a dozen West Limerick men took part
in that famous attack and were placed
in houses opposite the barracks. All
night a hot fire was toncentrated on the
barrack front until it fell a smouldering
ruin in the summef moining. It was
here Liam Scully, an Irish teacher from
Kefry, fell, « few minutes before the
ILR.A. evacuated the town. He was
attended in his last moments by the late
ReV. Father P. Woulte, P.P.,, of Cap-
pagh, who was then cutfale at Kilmal-
ek, } '
CONVEYANCE OF THE ATTAOKING
PARTY

‘Motor cars had been provided to con-
vey the attacking party to Kilmallock,
and one of the cars, then very scarce,
belonged to Mr. Michael O'Mahony,
Creamery Manager, Dévon Road. Two
cats retiirned to Tournafulla with the
remains of poor Liam Scully, with Scan
Forde, Michael Brennan, Sean Finn, and
others, weary*from the fight; but exult-
ant at the destruction of such a strong
en post. BStréng guards were posted
that night by Mossie Harnett, and a
large numbér of the LR.A. from the
West took up positions along the road
to engage any militaty or police who
might visit the district. Larry McNamee,
one of those who fook part in the
attack, drove Mr. O'Mahony’s car, and
iwhen retirinitg it on the following day
néarly ran into a police patrol of ten
men near Devon Road. Just:in titne he
saw them, and quickly turned the car
oh a very narrow foad to avoid belng
c¢aptured. The police were as much
alarmed as Larry, whose anties seemed
to portend sotmething serious, for they
montited their bicycles and returned
uickly for Abbeyfeale.
3 THE INTERMENT OF LIAM
- SOULLY.
Liam

With full military honours
Setlly's remans were interred that night
ih the shade of the ivied ruins of the old
Temple in Glantine Churchyard. Father
McCarthy, C.O., of Loughill at -that
time, performed the last rites of the
Holy Church, end once again the soil of
Ireland was sanctified by the blood of
onc of her heroic sons. In life Liam
Seully endeared himself to all who knew
him by his gentleness and unassuming
character. His love for his native land
was intense, and her language he
cherished and fostered by his teaching.
I last sAw him when he took part in a
QGaelie League concert in the Courthouse
at Abbeyfeale, whith had been organised
by Mr, Fionan McCullim. ‘

In June, 1020, anxious to emulate the
suéessful attack at Kilmallock, the East
Kerry I.R.A., under Humphrey Murphy,
enilsted thé aid and the men of West
Limerick. Owling to its remoteness, and
belng in the midst of bogs and hills,
which offered favourable possibilities for
its capture, Brosna Earracks were selec-
ted for attack.

At one time arrangements had been
made to take this barrack, but the police
became informed from some source of
the intended attack, and it became abor-
tive. Under cover of night, o surprise
party of military from Castleisland cap-
tured a large body of the I.LR.A. on the
way to Brosna village. ) .

THE SECOND ATTEMPT,

The second attempt took place on the
5th of June, 1920, and on this occasion
the attacking party et ih a large flield
across the river from Brosna. Charlie
Daly and Humphrey Murphy were in
charge of the Kerry column, and Mossie
Hernett had under his command sixteen
men, armed with police carbines and
riflles. Theee men included Paddy Buck-
ley, who subsequently 1lost his life at
Ballyseedy; James = Roche, Tommy
Lezhy, Con and Ned Cregan, Paddy
Muleahy, Jack Aherne, Paddy Aherne,
J. Klely, Strand, and T. Boucher. The
men* were divided up into sections and
marched to various positions around the
batracks. ’

Fire opened from the barracks before
&l the mén were in position, for the un-
avéldable noise caused by some of the
LR.A, getting into vantage points, pre-
maturély rouséd the police to anticipate
the attack. Soon the village resounded
to the continuous dis¢harge of rifie fire,
at and from the barracks, which ocen-
pled an isolated position at the South
Fastern corner of the Square, beside the
local cemetery., Some of the West Lime-
rick men were placed In front of the
barracks, near the Church, and the re-
mainder in an old house at the back.

ATTACK DIRECTED BY
HUMPHREY MURPHY. :
Humphrey Murphy directed the attack

himself, in person, on the barracks, and
made every effort to break in the roof

and gable, with grenades and bombs.-

The attacks lasted all night long, and
cven after dawn of another day had

The sound of shouting and firing. re-
echoing hack from the hills and valleys
around, was deafcning. . Verey lights
were sent into the sky at Intervals,
rendering the scene .more weird and
terrifying. Inside the barracks the
police - and Tana could be distinctly
heard in the breaks of the firing, pkying
a melodeon, and shouting: “Come on the
rainbow chasers.” Counter slogans were
lustily flung back by the besiegers. The
morning was advancing, and considera-
tion of Inadequate equipment suggested
the advisability of raising the siegs.
Necessity ealled for this If e engage-
ment with the superlor numbers of the

reinforcing military, then surely on their
way to the relief of the beleagured garri-
son, were to be avoided, It was decided to
withdraw and as a preliminary the
attack was intensified, while the different
sections were withdrawing, There were
many hair-breadth escapes in the adieus,
Over a soldier’s breakfast of bread and
cheese, incidents of the night were
jokingly Interchanged. ;
COLUMN'S NARROW ESCAPE,

That morning the West Limerick
Column narrowly escaped being wiped
out. They were saved by the courage
of some ILR.A. members of the Abbey-
feale Company, under James Collins. On
the night of the Brosna attack some
seven or eight of these men were
assigned positions at Glenesrone Wood
to keep an eye on any supporting move-
ment of the Abbeyfezle R.I.C. and if
possible to frustrate it. In the early
morning the ‘“look-out"” at the Abbey-
feale Barracks reporied to his sergeant
the appearance of Verey llghts over
Brosna, As a result nine of the R.IC.
were dlspatched by the nearvest route for
Brosna, This happened to be by the old
ropd at the rear of the barracks, known
as Betty's road, This route cut across
the lne pf the relreat from Brosna of
the West Limerick scetion engaged there,
It wuy vitel to intercept the police, and
prevenl them cutting off {he retreat of
those returning from Brosna, and the men
entrusted with the responsibilily sue-
ceeded In doing it at Glenesrone Wood.
The brunt of this fight was borne by
Jerry Sullivan, of Springmount, the late
Jim Leahy of Ballaugh, and Willilam
O'Connor, of Mouhtmahon. They were
armed only with double-barrelled shot
guns. At close range they opened 3re
on the advancing police, serlously
wotnding Constable Martin, and slightly
injuring some others, The police halinad
at the challenge, and returned with rapil
rifie fire, and retrecated to the barracks
firing as they went. Reaching the hor-
racks, they kept up an intense and
prolonged fire in the direction of the hill.
None of the LR.A. suffered any casual-
ties, either at Abbeyfeale or the Bresna
attack. .

AMBUSHES NEAR TOURNATULLA
/ . AND FOYNES.

One evenirng in early summer the pre-
sence of an enemy patrol was reported
in Tournafulla, A sergcant and five
constables had cycled from Abboeyfeale,
with carbines slung over their shoulders,
and revolvers at their sides. It was de-
cided to attack the patrol at .the Knock-
nadihe Cross road and word was sent
out to this effect. The police moved out
of the village and travelled a mile before
reaching the cross. Only two of the
attacking party had turned up; the rest
were late. The two on the spot were
armed with a service rifle and a shot
gun when they took up their position
behind a hedge. Both flred as the patrol
came on but failed -to. hit anyone. The

olice dismounted, returned the fire, but
fa!lcd to locate theose who challenged
them. They luckily escaped. The absent
members turned up when too late, but
the R.I.C. had been convinced that it was
no longer safe to travel the country so
armed with impunity.

At another point in West Limerick, In
the summer of 1920, & police patrol moved
out of Foynes to patrol the road to Glin,
A party of the ILR.A., under Sean Finn,
with Slope Reidy, Larry McNamee, Tom
Regan and J. T, O'Connor lay in ambush
awaiting them. The police consisted of
eight men, well armed, and into ambush
they rode unsuspectingly, Fire opened
suddenly on them. Constable Fahey fell
mortally wounded. The others imme-
diately fired and worked themselves into
positions over the fence, on to the side
of the attackers, and enflladed their
position. A continuous filre was main-
tained for some time, and eventually the
RIC. extricated themselves from the
positions which the development of the
fight made so precarious. They retreated
in good order.

TEACHING RIC. IN NEWCASTLE
WEST A LESSON.

In the late summer, or early autumn
of 1920, it was decided by thé¢ ILR.A.
to teach the police of Newcastie Westa
lesson. At that time they were making
themselves abnoxious by their conduct
towards the unarmed public. One of
their number, Constable Mastersphn,
was met on the road at Sweeps Cross
and shot and disarmed.

About this time the “Black and Tans”
were making their appearance. Terror-
iging and dragooning the people was
made the order of the day. In Abbey-
feale a terror, in human shape, named
Huckerby, made his appearance. This
Black and Tan prior to coming (o
Abbeyfeale, was stationed at Shana-
golden, where he mwrdered an old man
named Reildy in cold blood. Two cows
also fell victims to his brutality. He
was removed to Limerick immediately.
It was decided to attack the police
patrol at Abbeyfeale to shoot, if pos-
sible, this Black and Tan.

A FIGHT AT ABBEYFEALE.

About September, 1920, the Active
Service Columns cf the wvarious brig-
ades were formed. The West Limerick
Column’ was formed in Athea this
month and comprijed approximately
about thirty men. It was made up of all
the men “on the run" from the bhrigade
area, This column moved into pocition,
with a section from cach company of
the Second Battalion, on the outskirts
ot Abbeyfeale on a very dark night in
September. There were nine rifles and
revolvers; the remainder were armed
with shot guns. Ten or twelve police and
Tang were In the town at the time. Some
of them were most aggressive and ter-
rorising towards the people, and were
particularly attentive to the relatives
of those who were associated with the
ILR.A. They usually turned out in force
on patrol outside the town and included
the road leading to Mountmahon, This
night the IR.A. were set for an
ambush on this road on the ouskirts of
the town when the patrol came along
in loose formation. The ILR.A. were
barely in position at the time, without
orders what to do, in the event of
firing being opened, and searcely knew
how to act in case of failure. Moving
along in the dark the patret heard
nolses inside the fence, and some ot
them went to ascertain the cause, when
a revolver was fired and Consiable
Mahony fell mortally wounded. The
fight had started and rapid fire was
kept up for some tirme. Eventunally,’ the
police and Tang got away with one
dead and flve wounded on the road-
gide. The coolness and daring of Capt.
P, J. O'Nelll on the occaslon was re-
sponsible for the LR.A. victory under
tho crcumstances. _ .

TAN ESCAPED TO SPREAD
FURTHER TERRCR.

The Tan, so much sought for, never
came into the lne of fire, but eseaped
to spread further terror about the town
next day. Within the week, as a re-
prigal, he shot two young fellows dead,
némed Harnett and Healy, The LR.A.
were flghting for their country and only
attacked armed forces of the enemy, who
were reinforced by Black and Tans,
specially indemnified againgt such out-
rageous deeds as the shooting of those
two young fellows, who never had any
cehncction with the TR.A. That night
the ILR.A. column retreated to Athea,
six miles away. . _

The vengeance of the Tans was not
yet satlated, for Mick Collins, brother of
James and Denis Colling, of the A.S.
Unit, was arrested and chained to a tree
in Bourne's field, while & machine gun
ripped about him. It was sufficient
cexcuse that he refused to say where the
IR.A. column was then located. After
being badiy beaten he was flung from a
fast travelling lorry and left on the
roadside on the way to Limerick.

RATHKEALE HOTEL INCIDENT,

In Rathkeale, in the auturin of 1820,
o dispatch was received frdm the IR.A.
of Kerry respecling a cerlalii 8ergeant
Neazor, who had journeyed to Rathkeale
Falr protecting an oneémy tlvillah. Both
were armed and put up at Ward's Hotel.
That night a couple of IR.A., under
Sean Finn, enteréd the coffee rootn,
where Lhey were, and Ih an eXthange of
shots the cergeant wag killed and the
other man dizarmed. This event sent
several of the I.R.A. “on the run " from
Rathkeule, to jolih the army on the hill-
sides in their fight,

At Barnagh Rallivay Station, on the
27th of May, 1920, the train conveying
the mails was held dp, in btoad day
light, by the follow'lhg:ép'addy Ahérhe,

Jim Roche, Tom Bbucher, of Tempie- towaids the Sha.nson-
glantine Company; James Collins, P. J.| SEAN FINN MO
O'Neill, and “Bird” Collihs, of Abbgy-]

feale Company. The “Bird" hepped on
the engine and held up the firefnan and
driver. This gave the R.I.C. the long
scught cxcuse to rald the premises o
the late Sean Quirke at Templeglanting.
SEIZURE OF MAILS,

About & fortnight aflter the Abbeyfeale
ambush a postman was held up near the
Tournafulli Ctreumery, a mile from the
post oflice, and deprived of the malils.
This raid was carried out by Jack
Aherne, Tommy Leahy and Batt Wrenn,
Ahecrne was Batlalion Adjutant, and they
were armed with a revolver and an
automatic pistbl. They took the mails
behind the fencée to assort them at their
leisure. The postinan reported the
matter at the post office and an official
report was 'phoned Newcastle West, In
half an hour two lorries of police and
military, with the postman, whom they
met on the return to Newcastle West, in
their midst, pulled up at the exaet spat
where the mails were taken. All un-
conscious of the danger the letter sorters
were still inside the fence at work
leisurely in sgafety as  they thought,
Hearing the lorries halting on the road
beside them, they started to run, but
were sighted by the military, who opened
fira on .them. Jack Aherne was shot
through the heck, and ¢&aptured with
Batt Wrenn. Aherne was badly wounded,
Tommy Leahy ran along inside the fence,
and although pursued for about a mile,
made good his escape undcer fire.: The
other two got a long term of imprison-
ment in Epswich Prison, England.

~ TRAIN AMBUSH PLANNED.

At the commencement of the New
Year, '1821, several attempts were made
to attack small patrols of polite and
Black and Tans. The West Limerick
Column alone couid not hope to fight or
beat large forces of the enemy, being
poorly armed and equipped. Few small
patrols of police ventured outside the
garrisoned towns. .

Information was received by the
Brigadier, Sean Finn, that a party of
Tans were to travel or. a certain morn-
ing by train from Foynes to Limerick.
A Council of officers was called, and
detalls of the planned attack made. It
was arranged that a young fellow named
Liston was to travel in the train for the
purpose of getting some teeth extracted
in Limerick, although he had het &n
uasound one in his head. He was to
travel in the last compartment, at the
right-hand side, and whefi the train
approached the ambushed position he
was to put his hand out of the window,
and with his cap signal to the LR.A.
the number of Tans travelling, by raising
his hand up and down. At the appointed
place this ‘man was seen raising and
lowering his hand frantically, as if a
large’ number of Tans were {ravelling.
The column was fobilised near Bally-
hahill, and marched @uting the night,
and placed in positiohs on high rocky
ground on each side of the railway
track. Con Boyle of R_athkg_nlﬁ“qu
ordercd to walk down the tfatk, &hd
halt the oncoming train with a flag at
a place called Barrigone, . L

THE ATTACKERS AND THE
ATTACK.

The I.R.A. numbered about eighteen and
included Jimmy Collins, Johnny Leahy,
Jerry Moloney, DMichael Colbert, Jim
Colbert, Danny Murphy, Owen McAulifie,
Larry Harnett, John T. O'Connor, C.
Cregan, N. Cregan, ‘D. Collins, Johnny
Harnett, G. McAuliffe, Jimh Guiney, Dan
and Maurice Quinn, J. Listoh and David
O'Brien. After some anxiely, and
thoughts, perhaps of thelr last fight, the
train is seen approaching. The hand as
mentioned was seen rapidly moving; Con
Boyle has done his duty, and the train
pulls up exactly between the attackers.
Hends are thrust out to ascertain the
cause of the halt, but are as quickly
withdrawn on seeing rifles and shot guns
pointed at them from the rocks and wall
by the embankment. It was a deep cut-
ting, and as Con Boyle mounted the. em-
bankment, fire was opened from both
gides on the train, and continued for
half an hour without result. Rocks were
chipped in all directions by the Tans.
Passengers had a harrowing fime lying
oh the floors of the compartments. At
length o daring Tan Is seen jumping
from a carriage, under fire, and makes
his way along the cutting to the engine
in front., There he compelled the driver
and fireman to restart the train, It
moves off with fourteen Tans shaken and
wounded.

CO-GPERATION COF EAST LIMERICIKK

COLUMN.

In February. 1921, it was decided by
the: LR.A. Officers of West Limerick
that the co-operation of the East Lime-
rick Column was required to deal a
smashing blow at the military and Tans
on the hills of West Limerick. The re-
sult was that the whole East Limerick
Column, some fifty strong, under the
command of Donncéad Hannigah, Column
O.C., marched from the shadow of the
Galtees to Athea. There they were
billeted in the farm houses of the district
and awaited a favourable wopportunity
of surprising the enemy. Now, it was
not possible for such a large body of
men to get over a whole county without
some information reaching the British.

The Column reached Athea on Good
JFriday, 1921, and on Easter Saturday
all received Holy Communioh, in com-
memoration of the Easter Rising of
1916. During Maes in the Athea Church
scouts were posted on the surrounding
hills and also during the day, while the
Column rested after their ardtous
march, In the evening ifformation
reached the ILR.A. that half a dozen
lorrics of militafy and Tans wWere ap-
proaching from the Neéwcastle West
direction, towards Athea. In conse-
quence the Column moved into the bog-
lands of Toorecendaniel, where, behind
two high turf banks, they took cover
until the night came on. . 5 )
TAN DECOY THAT FAILED IN ¥TS

. PURPORE. .

The Tanas searched the country.rowvd
about, and as darkmésa was setting in
returned in the Newéasfle West direction,
abandoning a brékén lorry three miles
outside the village. This was a decoy to
attract the ILR.A. fo its vicinity, under
the range of their guns from a neigh-
bouring hill, The LR.A. were not so

easily duped, for -thelr scout had already|

reported the presence of the enemy still
on the hill, in large numbers, :
During the night the ILR.A. columns
of the East and West escaped to Baliy-
hahill. The British Wweré now aware of
their location as somewhere befiween
Foynes, Athea, or Ballyhahill and
their counfer mmoves were dctive. The
LR.A,, through necessity, <were handi-
capped by elongated Dbilletings, The
columns were accommodated in houses
extending five miles,

Hall to Teenakilla Cross In Glin parish.
Scouts guardéd aAgainst surprise from
the hills. In thé course of thé-following
day, whilé thé men weré recupe¥ating
from thé éxcltement and hardships of

from Whiskey;

"the piwvipus evening, some psting!
pthérs sleeping, an outpost at Whiskey
Hall reported or signalled

In Crossleys. A stout at once hurried
to Danaghet's, Wood Lawn, wheré Sean
Finn, D. Hannigan, and James Colbert
. were bllieted, to inform them of the pre.
"senck of the tahs i{h the vicinily. The
movement of the scout did not escape
the observations of the Tans, some of
whom jumped from their lorries and
opened fire on him. The alarmeli men
rushed from the house half dressed, arnd

tonly to flnd themselves partly hemmed

ih by the Tans, who at once fired on
them and oft a few others who were
on the scene, and, in the fight that fol-
lowed, were gradiihlly forted backwards

TALLY WOUNDED,
_.The fight lasted about fifteen ministes
when the IL.R.A. broke through the Tans
towards Shanagolden ih the East. It
was during this that the brave yoting
leadler, Seéan Finn, fell, mortally wound-
td. His compadés retrieved his rifle and
papet as he fell, )
His last dyihg Words tyerd:—*" Carty on
lads, T am donk” Afid so pérished as
brave and Cthitaltots a tobmfode and
leader as could be found within the four
seas ef Frin.  In thé fight Quain, of
Bust Limerick, twas shot through the
head and badly Wotthded, When the
Tans came up to the body of the brave
Finn they consulted on recognising him,
and, taking him with them, withdrew at
once from Ballyhahill, The rest of the
ILR.A. Column were at once notifled of
what had occurred, and they got into
positions around Ballyhahill village,
which they held until 3 a.m. the follow-
ing morning; awaiting the return of the
British. They réceived, however, de-
finite information indirectly frora an
enemy source that the military authori-
ties had ordered a concentration of
troops from Lifherick and Tralee into
the Athca-Ballyhahill a*ta, having the
cepture of the LR.A, column for their
objective, While the enemy were on the
move for the distriet in overwhelming
numbets, the LR.A. &blumh estaped intd
Kilbaha, Co. Kerty, oh the Limerick
border. That morning the British broke
up many houses throughout the district.
and ih the Athed Church, where & de-
tcased person was awaiting burial,
opened the coffin before the altar in
search of a victim. Only that morning
some of the LR.A, at Blain BEridge had
scafcely left the houses at which they
called for some refréshments when they
were raided. , .
BOTH COLUMNS MARCH TO EAST
LIMERICK, .
~ The death of the gallant young
Btrigadier cast a glooin over the ILR.A.
in the West, checking _their military
ardonr for the time. A Oouincil was con-
vened, and it was decided that both
columns evacuate the disttict and march
tb Bast Limerick, where the terrain was
more favourable to guerilla warfare. It
afforded bétter cover in dense hedges and
the friendly Galtees for retreat when
necessary.

This matéh was planned and carried
through as secretly as possible in March,
1821, and we3 entirely successful. About
eighteen West Limerick men toock part
in this guick march to the BEast; under
the comimand of Michael Colbert, Column
Commander, and included in its num-
ber:—Jim Colbert, Jim Liston, Jim
Guiney, Danny Murphy, Jimmy Collins,
Denis "Collins, Larry Harnett, John J.
Leahy, Paddy Naughton, Ml. Murphy and
Fitzgeralds (Askeaton), Oweh McAuliffe,
Amos Reldy, James Sullivan. L

Here the laté Sean Wall, Brigade 0.0.,
Hist Linerick, and Liam Hayes were in
charge, and sevVeral importaht engage-
ments with the Brifish followed, notably
#! ShrahaNa, where a big engagement
took place.

AMBUSH OF ENEMY CYCLING

COLUMN,

An amthsh was preparéd by the officers
or the ILR.A. for a cycling column of
the enemy, consisting of about fifteen
men, who for weeks previously scoured
the countryside, and &uring their raids
several articles of jewellery and valu-
ables disappeared. These were called
the “ Gfeen Howards,” and were undef
the command of onhe wtho displayed the
instinefs of a dégeneradte. _

On the 1st of May, 1921, the Western
Column of the IR.A. occupied the old
churchyard of Shrahalla, situate on a
steep hill, and which overlooked the
road on one side, and here awaited the
patrol. About the same time Sean Car-
roll was crossing an open field across
the road to positions marked out for
him, directly opposite and beneath the
positions occupied by the West Limerick
men. The road led to a cross-roads, over
one hundred yards from the positions
taken up and led round a sharp pend.
One of the roads was at right apgle to
the field in which Sean Carroll's men

were. _ ,
ORRIES AND ARMOURED CAR
. ARRIVBB d came {our
denly round this ben s
lofr‘;::ls nnlc'l an armoured car. Sighting
Carroil's men they ran some of the
cars down the road mentioned ond
opened fire on the column in front and
flank. killing four volunteers, and
capturing onc named -Casey, who was
tried that night by Drumhead Court-
martial and coxccuted in Cork the
lowing morning. '
fO!l?ht: v%/est Limerick Column opened
fire on the Tans from the hiliside at
their back, and so gave Carrcll and his
men time to take cover. The whole
ILR.A. column retreated to Knockaney
and biileted in houses in the Kiltecly
digfrict. ‘The following morning a de-
coy column of Eritish eyéled right in
between the IR.A. columns. Dan Allls,
one of the East Limerick officers, im-
mediately got his men together and
whilo doing so In a borcen enfering to
a farmm house the enemy suddenly ap-
peared and instantly opening fire on
the LR.A, Kkilled four on the spot, and
rigdled the othes of others, including
those of Danny Murphy, Abbeyfeale.
A SIX. HOURS PITCHED BATTLE,
The sound of the firing aftracted fur-
thet reinforcements of the enemy and a
regulat pifched battle took place all over
an _extended arep from 12 noon until G
o'clock in the evenifg. During the battle
a party of R.I.C. and Tans tetreated
from the fire for cover to a farm honze
pursued by the ILR.A, and two Tans
fonl mortally wounded while crossing a
gate, The cncmy were forced to with-
draw from the farm housé, on whicha
hot firé was diracted, and in an out-
office wore discovered the bodies of the
four volunteera killed earlier in the
day. Twenty-five bicydles, abandoned
by the cnemy, were taken poscession
of, . Tho bodies of the volunteers who
fell were taken to Ki'teely and seceret-
ely interred that night. For valour and
bravery in this engagement the Qolumn
Commander, D. Hannigan, cspeclally
rcommended members cf the West
Limerick Column.
.This cngagement took pilace on the
2nd of May, and that at XKilteely on the
3rd. Yet another fight developed.
Once more a decoy patrcd was scnt out

1 and largo forces of the British followed,

: alded by acroplanes, to direcet them.
| It was owing to the strategy and tac-
. tica of Liam Hayes and other officers
that the columns were able to main-
taln their positions in tho double dit-
ches, or fences, common to the district,
After o harrowing day they were even-
tualiy enabled to extricate themselves
and- break through from an untenable
position under the circumstancea On
the day of the Kilteely battle a column
‘under Jim Colbert were s$urrounded
near Emly, and after an engagément,
in which there weré no seridus casual-

H the rapid.
approach of some sixty Black and Tang'

‘ties, they forced thelr wuay Iron: o dul-
gerous nosition to o safer loeca:iivw,
WEST LIMERICK COLUMN
. RECALLEL,

After five ur gix weeks of this sirenu-

cus campaign the West Limerick Coiumn
was recalied, Necessity demanded their
presence In their own distriet AL {his
time the Brigade Column:s swere Lroken
up and every man sent back to his own
Battalion, T'his, to line up wilh the local
Eettalion Colunms, then
thy; orders oI Liam Lynen, 0/C, 1st
Southern Divisien, at that time organ-
ised.
In West Limerick Gorret JMeAuliffe
wos appointed Brigadier, Michael Col-
bert, Vice Erigzadier; Jimmy Ccllinz, Ad-
jutant; Jim Colbert, Quarter-Master.

The West Limerick Column marched
in two night marches from the Galtee
mountalis 1o Athes in the West, and
peased successfully through a party of
the énemy. lylng in wait for them near
-101 anagh, where one Volunteer lost his

e'

In March, 1921, a Column was mobil-
ised ncar Meenuhela, Abbeyfeale, 10 am-
bush a police patrol in that town, but it
had to he abandoned on that night, as
over a hundred military marched there
from Athea; being o Columin of the
enemy, then on the move from pluce to
place.

AID OF NOUTH CORK LRE.A,
SECURIEL:.

It was decided at that period {o seek
the 2id of the famous North Cork I.R.A.
Column, and bring them into Abbeyfeale
to help in the attack there. A meeting
was arranged bhetween Mossie Harnett,
Battalion O/C, and Michael Sullivan, a
prominent officer in the North Cork's,
near DMeelin, Newmarket., As a result
or thé arrangement a Column of the best
men in Neorth Cork  were transported
one night towards the end of May to
Meenahela, four miles from Abbevfeale.
The O'C. in charge was Paddy OBrien.
ol Liscartoll. then Battalion Command-
ant, and the others included Michael
Sullivan, Meelin, Bill Moyvian (since dead
R.ILP.). Con Moylan, Newmarket, Conny
L. Curtin, Rockchapel and about sixteen
others. They twere met 2% Barreti's
house at Meenahela by the A.S. officers,
and men of the 2nd Baitalion. and
arrangeéments were made ot a Council
meeting to occupy positions on the steep
road about half o mile from the town.
Here the Black and
patrolled.

NOTICES ORDERING TANS TO
LEAVE THE COUNTRY.

Prier to the arrival of the Corl: Column
for days previously, irsulting netices
were posted up in the viecinity of the
town on gattways and places available,
erdaring the Tans to lezve the ccuntry
Immediately. These notices were :i.s
often looked for within half a mile of
the barracks and torn doswn. From
Dromtrasna the Column moved to Abbe:-
feale Hill, and were billeted for the night
in thrée or four farm houses close ta-
gether. When dawn came, positions
were cxamined, which were 1o be taken
up only when the Tans were scen ad-
vancing, There was gocd view of the
town, and about 10 a.m. the ‘Tans lert
the barracks and proceed through tke
towh on to the Newcastle rced. They
came to one of the LR.A. notices,
stopped and took it down. Rcturnirg
they came directly out the road leading
to the positions occupied. FHalf way un,
and for no apparent reason, they halted
arnd returned to the barracks, and did
not leave them again that day. The
IL.R.A. remained until night, and then
movéd on to Mounfcollins. The North
Obtk Column retited to Rockehapel.

From: thig the Tans were lozth to leave
their barbed wire fortresses, but the
I.LR.A. did not despair of teaching them a
legsson for all their acts of brutality and
tertor about the place.

MEETING OF OFFICERS AND A

DECISION.

Once more the locsal officers met, in-
cluding Jimmy Collins, Mossie Harnett.
Johnny Harnett, P. J. O'Neill, Jeremiah
Mcloney and scme others., Tt was de-
cided thut the only way to atlack the
Tans was to enter the town in the early
morning, and to occupy houses converg-
ing on the Square. On the morning of
the 5th of June, 1921, about twenty of
the Column marched into the town from
the Newcastle West side, halted at the
Protestant Church, and were met by the
following scouts::—John O'Connor, Pete
Collins, T. T. J. O'Connell, Eddie Skeechy.
Michael Shannon, D. Cullinane, and
Micheel Collins. Eight men f{rom thoe
Column were selected, and ordered to
follow the skouts barafooled inte tho
town, to occupy the nouses upnoinled
to them. The rest ¢f ;e Columin {cl-
lowed similiarly. Two of the scouts
posted up on the door of the harracks
one of the nolices offensive to the Tanz.
It was owing to the dariag of these two
sccuts, Thewmas O'Connell and Pete Col-
lins, that the Tans moved up the town
to avenge the insult placed at their very
door, There was an anxious time in
waiting, foer it was known that almost
every Sunday morning large numbers of
Tans usually patrolled the town.

TIIE TANS WALK INTO IT!

Sometime about 6.30 a.nm. about a dozen
Tans proceeded into the Square in ex-
tended order from the barracks. They
were armed with rifles and revolvers,
and all unconscious cf the impending
attack, halted where another cofiensive
notice had becn attached to a telegraph
pole. Immediately flre was opened on
them from the adjoining houses, follow-
ing a prolonged whistle, Taken by sur-
prise, they paused for a2 moment startled.
Some dashed for the shelter eof the
barracks, others returned the fire as they
retreated. Constable Jolly was mortally
wounded and most of the others were
wounded more or less seriously. Ina few
minutes the ILR.A. were on the street,
retrieved whatever weapons were aban-
doned, fired several volleys towards the
barracks, and left the town orderly by
the Newcastle West road. While still
on the outskirts of the'town, some of
the uninjured Tans returned 1o the
Square, from which they flred repeatedly
without éffect in the direction taken by
the ILR.A. Jimmy Colling was in charge
of this engagement.

ARRANGING ATTACK ON MILITARY
LORRIES,

After the atfack at Abbeyfeale it was
decided to becomé interesfed in the
military lorries plying between Abbey-
feale and Neweastle West. Weeks wera
spent arrangiiy this. The help of North
Cork was again requisditiondd, and Paddy
O'Brien, Michael Sullivan and Brislane,
Cork, with Mossie Hernett, James
Colling, T. Sexton and T. Boucher, ex-
amtined thé country round Templeglan-
tine and Barnagh. It was decided to
muke an stfack from the west side of
Barnagh Hill. Larry Harnett and Denis
Collins had been sent to Cork for in-
structions in mine laying. and mines
were prepared in the forge at King-
williamstown., Early in July, 1921, they
piloféd forty men of the North Cork
Column to Killacullecn, Tournafulln,
who were billetted at Kellys. Here they
were met by the West Limerick Column
in full strengih, Preparations were
made for the following day, as it hed
been learned that sidty military and
Black and Tans would pass over
Barnagh to Abbeyfeale from Newcastle
West. Eight mines were laid with con-
nections. Signallers were posted on the
hillsides. The cngineers had wired the
mines for a distance of a hundred yards
inside the fence running parallel to the
road. The fence ran along for over a
mile, covered with furze, and was the
main position.

LORRIES OF MILITARY ARRIVE.

The men were ready to take their

Tans {reauently



