SIVE.  Jan 2008.

The revival of the drama society in Gr is not surprising, even though it has taken them a while to return to the boards.   Back in the 40s, 50s & 60s nearly every parish in West Limk had its own drama group & their performances usually coincided with Lent as there we no dances allowed during that time of the year.   They played to packed halls as there was very little else in the way of entertainment available.   The only form of transport was pone & trap , bicycle or walking, so travelling long distances was not practical.   Everything had to be local.

** An  extract from a Muintir Na Tire meeting in Jan ’64, mentioned that Fr. Brown brought 2 plays to the meeting for discussion. **

Mairead Chawke ( mother of Jim, who plays Thomasheen Sean Rua) recalls how the first play came to be performed in Granagh.

Mairead and her friend Nell Power worked in Dublin and attended plays in the Abbey, nearly every week.   Nell’s brother Paddy wrote asking her to look out for a good play that could be performed in Granagh.   Nell & Mairead had just seen ‘ The Rugged Path’, so they bought the book and sent it home.   Other plays performed in this era were ‘ Mungo’s Mansion’, ‘ The White-Headed Boy’ and ‘ The Whip Hand’.

Some of the parishioners who took part have now passed on but are fondly rememebered and have connections  to the present cast.   Tom Treacy ( father of Brid O’Gorman who plays Nanna Glavin ) and   Ned Chawke ( father of Jim).  Also involved - Dan Monckton , Paddy Power, Nan Power, William O’Gorman, Willie Cagney, Molly Lyons NT, Kitty O’Riordan NT, Con Carey, Mary Jo Daffy, Jo Lee , Jim Houlihan (MCC), Jim Kelly, Johanna O’Shea, Anne & Jim Noonan & Mary Liston (nee Noonan).

Jim Houlihan recalls that the sets were made by Gerry O’Shea and the late Gerry O’Brien and they travelled to surrounding halls to perform.   Jim also recalls attending plays in Hedderman’s Cowhouse ( now Hanrahan’s shed), Walsh’s shed ( now Grace McCarthy’s garage) and Molly Noonan’s home.   He also remembers seeing Hugh McMaster, John Cowley (Tom Riordan) and Minnie Brennan performing in Ballingarry hall.

The next stage began in 1972 when the Granagh members of Croom Macra broke away and formed their own branch.  First Chair was Martin Carroll, Sec was Mary Liston (nee Noonan), Treas Pajoe Boyce and PRO, Brid Quinn (nee Shine).

As Mauric Manning, the historian once said – “ Macra was one of the most positive and constructive movements to be founded in Ireland “.    Today it still caters for the agricultural, social, cultural and educational needs of young people and its members are trained in leadership skills as well as gaining invaluable personal development.   Granagh Macra began the Talent Alive compet in 1974 which was the beginning of a great era of activity within the parish.   This compet invited clubs such as Monagea, NCWest, Ballybrown, Croom, Askeaton, B.garry, Sixmilebridge, Cappamore & Doon to enter various competitions, e.g.  comedy, singing, quiz, impersonation, musical act etc .  Compet was fierce.

The Club went on to enter the Macra na Feirme National Compet of Drama & Light Entertainment and won 9 county titles in a row from 1977 to 87. Mary Liston produced 5 of these – Riders to the Sea, The Hebrew Lesson, The Boy Dudgeon, The Bespoke Overcoat & Eris.

Jimmy Sheehy ( who plays Pats Bocock) produced the remaining 4;-   On the Outside, Murder in the Red Barn, Our Day Out & Stags & Hens.   For the latter he received the Best Producer award in the All Ireland Final 1987..  The Macra club came to an end in the early 90s.

The one play Mary Liston always wanted to produce was ‘ Sive’ .  And in 2008,  it actually happened.  

Is is a hard hitting drama set in the 1950s in a country cottage shared by three generations of the Glavin family.   The youngest Sive ( Emma Morrissey) is a beautiful schoolgirl and even though she is the illegitimate daughter of two dead parents she is educated, intelligent and warm.   Her uncle Mike Glavin ( John Bennett) is a no-nonsence farmer who works all day digging turf and brings home the cash to his hard-bitten wife Mena.   Mena ( Marylee Stapleton) is bitter and frustrated and feels slighted by the presence of Sive.   Mena is also antoginised by Nanna (Brid O’Gorman), Sive’s pipe-smoking grandmother who constantly bemoans the lack of children in the house.   

The lot begins with the arrival of a seedy matchmaker, Thomasheen Sean Rua (Jim Chawke) who comes with a proposal from the elderly farmer Sean Dota ( Johnny Murphy, 70yrs old at the time).

This farmer has become entranced by the youthful beauty of Sive and offers £200  to Mena plus £100 to Thomasheen is a match can be arranged.   

Sive who is in love with local boy Liam Scuab ( Joe Noonan), is not pleased with this idea at all. !!      

SIVE '  -  The Saga Continues ! 

When the Granagh Players got together last October, their intention was to revive the drama tradition in the parish. 
They wanted to do something for the community, get as many as possible involved and keep the community centre in use.     Little did they realise, however,  what the response to Sive would be, the effect they would have on the community and how much in demand they would be !
The cast, all from Granagh, have excelled themselves and the months of hard work have paid off superbly and given them great satisfaction.

 Mena (Marylee Stapleton ) and Nanna ( Brid O'Gorman ) have been bickering and backbiting for so many months now that immediately they are in costume, it comes as second nature to them !

Poor Mike Glavin ( John Bennett ) the hen-pecked husband, is stuck between the two of them, trying to please each one but never getting it right.

Sive ( Emma Morrissey ), being seventeen and in love, is only interested in meeting up with her boyfriend Liam Scuab ( Joe Noonan ) as often as possible.

Thomasheen Sean Rua, the matchmaker ( Jim Chawke ) is trying to make a few pounds for himself so that he can settle down with a widow woman.

He does'nt care how he comes by the money, in these tough times, so when he hears from Sean Dota ( Johnny Murphy ), the wealthy old farmer that he is interested in Sive, he jumps at the chance to make the match !

The only two standing in his way, making life more difficult for him are the tinkers, Pats Bocock ( Jim Sheehy ) and Carthalawn ( Tom Noonan ). It is a battle of wits between them all ! 

Our cast of actors match exactly the characters that John B. Keane intended to portray., just as it happened fifty yrs ago.   We have the old man, we have the young girl and all the supporting actors have made each of the characters their own.

You may have seen Sive before, but not our version !

******************************************************

Speaking to many after the show,  peoples reactions varied from surprise to delight to  utter amazement at the high standard of performance and attention to detail.  

The cast have to be complimented on their dedication and unfailing good humour which made it a pleasure for everyone to work together.
They can be so proud of their achievements ; they had community support and co-operation from everyone, they provided laughter and happiness for all who attended and because of their genorosity and unselfishness they provided funds to look after people who need constant loving care and attention. 



****************************************************

The producer, cast and crew have been so overawed by the fantastic attendances, the encouragement and support
they have received from the community, each and every night,  that they have decided to give a final presentation next
Saturday night  2nd Feb, 8pm, with the proceeds going to charities of their choices.   
Once again congratulations to producer, cast and crew for the wonderful entertainment last weekend.   The standing ovations each night were well and truly deserved. We have had huge attendences and  unfortunately had to turn away people again. 


********************************************************************

The Great John B. Keane was surely very pleased as he watched from his heavenly armchair,  Granagh's awesome presentation of his wonderful play ' Sive '.   And if it is possible to be proud in Heaven he certainly should be. 

With packed houses for the last five nights, his ' great writings ' brought  joy, sorrow, tears,laughter, memories, delight and contemplation to all the wonderful audiences attending.



*********************************************************

When the Granagh Players got together last October, their intention was to revive the drama tradition in the parish. 
They wanted to do something for the community, get as many as possible involved and keep the community centre in use.     Little did they realise, however,  what the response to Sive would be, the effect they would have on the community and how much in demand they would be !
The formula for success is difficult to discover, at the best of times, but they seem to have found it. 
A combination of a great Play an excellent producer and cast and the wonderful community support, seems to be the key. 

The original plan of action was to stage the play over five nights, in the quiet month of January. 
We were to be finished before the Parish Mission, the Banogue Musical and before the cows started to calve ! 
We managed all that but such was the awesome response and fantastic audience support that the cast decided to  perform an extra night, in appreciation, and donate the proceeds to Charity. 
This was done and we succeeded in donating € 1,000.00 to each of the following Charities, St. Joseph's Foundation, 
Charleville, Rathfredagh Cheshire Home and St. Itas' Hospice Fund. 
At this stage the cows were calving day and night !! 

We received requests from four different groups to stage the play again.   The cast met and agreed to perform another two nights to facilitate two of the groups.   We were not able to facilitate the other groups as it meant moving the set and time was against us.

After six sell-out performances, the Granagh Players are returning  to the stage for the very last time, to help two local worthy causes.

Friday 7th March,  in aid of Drumcollogher  Respite Centre. 
Saturday 8th March, will be in aid of school funds for Colaiste Na Trocaire, Rathkeale. 
 

'OUR SIVE' & RTE: 

If you remember, Colette Kinsella, a freelance reporter for RTE Radio One, was present at our production of Sive. 

She did many interviews , saw the full play and the resulting documentary will be broadcast on RTE Radio One, 

' The Curious Ear ' on Wednesday 16th Apr at 10.45pm and will be repeated on Sunday 20th Apr. at 7.45pm. 

For more info see www.rte.ie/radio1/curiousear
