The Whiteboys.

This story on the Whiteboys refers to activities in this area during the, 1860s. Their leader was called, Risteard Rua. He was also known as, The Harper Cullinane. He lived in the bog, Cappinahane. The Whiteboys were a Secret Societywho went around scourging people who were doing harm.  There were twenty two (22) in this parish.

One day when they were around they killed eight calves belonging to a gentleman because he was very cruel to  the working people. After that they went on to Lisefine Hill where they were eating loaf bread and drinking new milk when along came twenty two policemen and two sergeants. Their leader was sergeant Brown from Ballingarry. As they came closer Risteard Rua ordered his men to take up their guns which were called blunderbusses. 

He asked the police if it was on their track they were coming. Then the police were afraid and said no. Then the police went down to the back of Comba’s  house and waited there until the Whiteboys would come down. At about seven o’clock the Whiteboys decided to go home. Some of them went towards Knockfierna and only seven of them went towards Comba’s house. As they were coming out on to the road, one of the Whiteoys saw a buckle of one of the police. He fired at him and shot him. Then a great fight began and the result was that one of the policemen was killed and one of the Whiteboys was shot. He had come from Kerry and his name was Ryan. The bravest men in the  Whiteboys were Jack McEnery and Tim Keane.

Men named Woulfe and Lee lived at the Black Hill, Knockfierna. They went from house to house  robbing and plundering. They used steal sheep and lambs and fed them on the black hill. Further more, they claimed to be Whiteboys. When the Whiteboys heard of it, they came and cut the ears off the Woulfe’s and took their guns.

Jack McEnery was the bravest of the Whiteboys and when any brave deed was to be done in any part of Munster he would always be sent for. He lived in a lodge at Liskennett and wor for a man named , Grady Conyers.  He did not want Jack living in the lodge but was afraid to hunt him and he always told him the police were to come to take him to jail. There were three brothers living in Adare and everyone was afraid of them. The Whiteboys were sent for to take the guns off them. When the Whiteboys came near the house Jack told them to keep a certain distance and keep watch while he went to take the guns off them. He went up the side of the house, went down the chimney and asked them to hand out their guns. One of the brothers got up and gave him the guns because he was afraid of him. One day, the police surrounded his house trying to arrest him. When Jack heard them outside, he took off his clothes and told his wife to open the door for him.

He rushed out and they couldn’t catch him because he had no clothes on him. In the end he escaped but got crippled.    
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